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Discussion
The present study details the prevalence and speciicity of anticollagen molecules observed in the sera of chronic immune synovitic rabbits. Serum anticollagen antibodies as measured by solid phase radioimmunoassay were not observed in animals which did not display synovitis gross pathology. These groups include normal rabbits, rabbits administered complete Freund's adjuvant and saline intra-articularly, and IgG immune rabbits administered saline intra-articularly. The observation of serum anticollagen antibodies in chronic experimental immune synovitis, together with previous studies detailing chronic inflammation in antigen-induced arthritis, suggests a role for the immune response to collagen in the maintenance of inflammation in antigen-induced arthritis. Previous studies 4 18 22 with immune animals and intraarticular injection of numerous molecules to elicit antigen-induced arthritis have noted synthesis in situ of specific antibody. In addition, the intraarticularly injected antigen was selectively retained in the joint. ' 
